
Agenda item No.4 
 

 
Committee: Commons and Village Green Registration Panel 
 
Date:  6 April 2009 
 
By:   Director of Law & Personnel   
 
Title:  Application for land at The Hoe, Piddinghoe to be registered as a 

town or village green   
 
Purpose: To consider the application  
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Recommendation 
 
To accept the application pursuant to section 15(8) of the Commons Act 2006 
of Piddinghoe Parish Council to have land at The Hoe, Piddinghoe registered 
as a town or village green.   
 
 
 
1.  The Site  
 
1.1 The land is an irregularly shaped area to the west of St John’s Church, between 
the River Ouse and the Lewes Road in Piddinghoe.  Most of the area is grassed, with 
part of the area covered by a tennis court, and a small playground on the western 
edge.  There is a wooded area on the eastern boundary.  Photographs of the site are 
attached at Appendix 1.  
 
   
2. The Law   
 
2.1  The Commons Act 2006 (‘the Act’) has a provision under Section 15(8) which 
allows for a landowner to apply to voluntarily register land as a town or village green 
without having to show that the land has met the usual qualifying criteria. Any land 
that is registered under Section 15(8) benefits from the same level of statutory 
protection as other registered village greens. Specifically, Section 15(8) states: 
 

(8) The owner of any land may apply to the commons registration authority to 
register land as a town or village green. 
 

This is subject to the caveat contained in Section 15(9):  
 
(9) An application made under subsection (8) may only be made with the 
consent of any relevant leaseholder of, and the proprietor of any relevant 
charge over, the land. 
 

2.2  The procedure for processing applications under Section 15(8) is very simple 
as there are no requirements for the registration authority to undertake a public 
consultation exercise.  The registration authority must satisfy itself that the applicant 
is the landowner and that all relevant leaseholders and charge holders have 
consented to the application.  
 
 
 
3. Application 
 



3.1  East Sussex County Council received the application from Piddinghoe Parish 
Council in February 2009 to register land at The Hoe, Piddinghoe as a new Village 
Green. Piddinghoe Parish Council has made their application under Section 15(8).  A 
copy of the Application is attached at Appendix 2.  
 
3.2  With their application the Parish Council exhibited a copy of Title Number  
ESX279451.  This shows the Piddinghoe Parish Council as being the proprietor with 
title absolute of all the land subject to the application.  There are no registered 
charges, although the register states:  
 
22.09.2004 – The deeds and documents of title having been lost the land is subject 
to such restrictive covenants as may have been imposed thereon before 22 
September 2004 and are still subsisting and capable of being enforced.   
 
3.3  Also exhibited to the application was a letter from the Chairman of Piddinghoe 
Lawn Tennis Club to the effect that the club had no objection to the Parish Council’s 
proposal.  The Parish Council has sworn in its statutory declaration that the Tennis 
Club is the only relevant leaseholder.  
 
4. Conclusion and reason for Recommendation  
 
4.1  It is recommended that this application be accepted as all the necessary 
criteria have been met with regard to the voluntary registration of this land as a 
village green, and that the land be entered on the register of town or village greens.   
 
 
ANDREW OGDEN 
Director of Law & Personnel  
 
Contact Officer: Simon Bailey, Telephone 01273 82683  

   Vicky James, Telephone 01273 481630    
      
Local Member: Cllr David Rogers 
 
Background Documents: None   
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